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ONSOz

Balik dendiginde aklimiza gelen diisiincelerden biri, belki de baslicas,
tiiketilen bir gida oldugudur. Balik ve sofra cogu kez birlikte amlan iki
sozciiktiir! Insanlik tarihinin basindan bu yana insanoglunun beslenmesindeki
en onemli gida tiirlerinden biri de hi¢ kuskusuz baliktir. Sofralarin
vazgecilmezlerinden olan baligin iiremesi, gelisimi, avlanmasi, insanlarla
olan iliskisi ise genelde ya ansiklopedilerde ya gazete ve televizyonlarda

va da belgesellerde karsimiza cikar. “Antik Cag’da Balik, Balikcilik ve Balik
Hikdyeleri” temali bu sergi, baligin bir gida olarak tiiketilmesinin dtesindeki
hikayeyi de bizlere sunuyor. Bu hikdye bazen ilging, bazen eglenceli, bazen de
oldukca acikli... Ozellikle yunuslar, uygarlk tarihinin cok eski zamanlarindan
bu yana avlanan deniz memelileridir. Ve ne yazik ki cok yakin bir zamana,
1960’1 70°li villara kadar serbestce avlamlabiliyorlardi. 0 villardan itibaren
uluslararasi anlasmalar bu “katliama” bir olciide dur dese de bu sevimli
dostlanimiz hala kendi yasam alanlarinda tehdit altinda.

Sergi, yunus avi ekseninde degil kuskusuz... Ama yine de yunuslar 6zelinde
denizlere ve deniz canlilanina dikkati cekmeyi, bu konuda bir farlandalik
yaratmayi da hedeflemiyor degil. Antik Cag’da baliklarin nasil avlandig, nasil
tiiketildigi, insanlarla kurduklan dostluklar, gelecege dair kehanetleri ve
aslinda insan hayatinin ne kadar icinde oldugunun hikayesi sergide kisa yazilarla
anlatiliyor. Bu oyle bir hikaye ki sularn derinliklerinde olup bitenleri ilging,
eglenceli bir sekilde okurken, bizleri de diisiindiirtiiyor... insanlarn ve kuslarn
goclerini hep duymusuzdur. Simdi baliklarin da gdclerine kulak vermenin
zamani. Akdeniz’den bogazlar yoluyla Karadeniz’e ve oradan gerisin geriye
Akdeniz’e olan yolculuklan (anavasya-katavasya) hikayelerindeki rolleri icin de
ipuclan veriyor...

Bu vesileyle, serginin olusumunda aktif rol alan AKMED calisanlarina, sergi
tasanmini gerceklestirenlere sonsuz teselkkiirlerimi sunmak isterim. Umanm
sizler de sergimizi ziyaretten ve bu sergi katalogundan keyif alirsimiz!

Oguz Tekin | Antalya

ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

PREFACE

One thought that comes to mind when we think of fish is that it is an edible

food. Fish and the dinner table are words often used together! Fish have been
undoubtedly among the most important food groups in the human diet since the
beginning of human history. The reproduction, growing and catching of fish are
an indispensable part of the dinner table. Discussions of these topics and their
relationship with humans generally appear in encyclopedias and newspapers

as well as in television shows and documentaries. This exhibition, whose theme
is “Fish, Fishing, and Fish Stories in Antiquity,” presents the story of fish beyond
their consumption as food. This story is sometimes interesting, sometimes funny,
and sometimes quite sad. Dolphins, in particular, are sea mammals that have
been hunted since ancient times in the history of civilization. And unfortunately,
until very recently in the 1960s and 70s, they could be hunted freely. Even though
international agreements have stopped this “massacre” to some extent in the years
following, these lovely friends are still under threat in their own environment.

Nevertheless, the exhibition is not centered on dolphin hunting. However, it does
aim to draw attention to the seas and sea creatures, particularly dolphins, and to
raise awareness about this issue. The story of how fish were hunted, consumed,
their friendships with humans, their prophecies about the future, and how they
were involved in human life in ancient times is told in short passages in the
exhibition. This is such a story that, while reading what is happening in the depths
of the waters in an interesting and entertaining way, it makes us think about it. We
have always heard about the migration of humans and birds. Now is the time to
hear about the migration of fish. It also provides clues about their role in the stories
of their journeys from the Mediterranean Sea to the Black Sea through the straits
and back to the Mediterranean (anabasis-katabasis).

On this occasion, I would like to express my endless thanks to the AKMED team
who took an active role in the formation of the exhibition and to those who carried
out the exhibition design. I hope you all enjoy visiting our exhibition and going
through this exhibition catalog!

FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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Deniz canlilari. Pompeii’deki Faun Evi taban mozagi. M0 yak. 1. yiizyil
Marine life. Floor mosaic from the House of the Faun, Pompeii. Ca. 1st century BC
© World History Archive/Alamy
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GIRIS

Akdeniz, balik zenginligi ve cesitliligi acisindan ¢cok 6nemli bir kaynaktir.

Ozellikle goc eden baliklarin siiriiler halinde bir denizden dtekine seyahati

zaman zaman gozle bile takip edilebilmektedir. Deniz canlilarinin bulundugu
ortamdan sofralara gelinceye degin gecen siirec ve faaliyetler, balik ve balik¢iligin
endiistriyel bir faaliyet alani olarak ortaya ¢cikmasina neden olmustur. Baliklar
eski caglarda “avlanma” ile yakalanip sofralarimizda yer alirken, giiniimiizde bu
ihtivac “balik ciftlikleriyle” de karsilanabilmektedir.

Tarih Oncesi donemlere (MO yak. 40.000-10.000) ait balik ve diger deniz
canlilanina iliskin fosiller ile olta kancasi ve benzeri ara¢ gerecler, arkeolojik
kazilarda ortaya cikarilmaktadr. itk devletlerin ortaya ciktiGin Mezopotamya ve
Misir gibi Yakin Dogu uygarliklanindaki (Tunc Cagi, MO yak. 3000-1200) duvar

ve vazo resimleri, kabartmalar ve arkeolojik buluntular o donemlerdeki balik
cesitliligi ve balik avina iliskin zengin bir tablo sunar. Anadolu’yu cevreleyen
Karadeniz, Marmara, Ege ve Akdeniz ile bu denizleri birbirine baglayan bogazlar,
gerek Anadolu gerekse cevresindeki uygarliklar icin cok 6nemli bir besin
kaynagiydi. Kuskusuz, denizden uzak bolgelerdeki yerlesimler balik ihtiyaclarin
goller ve nehirlerdeki tatli su baliklanindan karsilayabiliyorlardi.

Ege diinyasinda yeseren Minos ve Miken uygarlklarina (MO 3. ve 2. binyillar)
iliskin duvar ve vazo resimleri Ege ve Akdeniz’in en giizel deniz canlilan
repertuvarini sunmaktadir. Keza, Yunanistan’da yeseren Miken uygarligi (MO

2. binyil) sanati da deniz canlilarinin tasviri acisindan oldukca zengin ve ilgi
cekicidir. Eski Yunan ve Roma uygarliklarina gelindiginde, balik ve balikciliga
iliskin bilgilerimiz artmaktadir; balikciik artik bir endiistri haline gelmistir.
Edebi kaynaklardan balik avi, pisirme tarifleri, servis edilmesi, konserve olarak
saklanmasi, soslari, ithalat ve ihracati gibi cesitli konularda bilgi alabilmekteyiz.
Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi’ne iliskin mozaikler ise dénemin balik repertuvarini
ve balik avina iliskin sahneleri adeta fotograf kareleri gibi gozler oniine serer.

Bu sergi sizleri Antik Cag’da denizlerimizde kisa bir yolculuga cikariyor. Baliklar,
vunuslar, midyeler, salyangozlar gibi deniz canlilan ile tanisacak, onlarin
hikdyelerini okuyacak; avlanmasi ve gida olarak tiiketilmesine iliskin pek ¢ok
sorunun cevabim bulacaksiniz.

ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

The Mediterranean Sea is a very important in terms of its rich and diverse fish
resources. In particular, the journey of migratory fish in schools from one sea to
another can be followed even with the naked eye from time to time. The processes
and activities that various species of fish or sea creatures undergo throughout this
journey to reach the dinner table led to the emergence of fishing as a commercial
venture. While fish were caught using different means in ancient times, today this
need can be met by “fish farms.”

The fossils of fish and other sea creatures as well as fishing hooks and similar

tools dating to the Prehistoric period (ca. 40.000-10.000 BC) have been found in
archaeological excavations. Wall and vase paintings, reliefs and archaeological finds
from Near Eastern civilizations such as Mesopotamia and Egypt, where the first
states emerged (Bronze Age, ca. 3000-1200 BC), provide a rich picture of the diversity
of fish and fishing in that period. The seas that surround Anatolia - Black, Marmara,
Aegean and Mediterranean - as well as the straits that connect these seas, were
very important food sources for both Anatolia and other surrounding civilizations.
Undoubtedly, settlements far from the sea were able to meet their fish needs from
those in freshwater lakes and rivers.

The Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations (3rd and 2nd millennium BC), which
flourished in the Aegean world, produced wall and vase paintings that present the
most beautiful repertoire of sea creatures in the Aegean and the Mediterranean
Seas. Likewise, the art of the Mycenaean civilization (2nd millennium BC), which
flourished in Greece, is also very rich and interesting in its depiction of sea creatures.
Regarding the ancient Greek and Roman civilizations, our knowledge of fish and
fisheries increases, for fishing had become an industry. Literary sources inform us
about various topics such as fishing, fish recipes, serving fish, preserving fish as
canned food, fish sauces, and fish importing and exporting. Mosaics of the Roman
Imperial period reveal the fish repertoire of the period, and scenes related to fishing
are almost like photo frames.

This exhibition takes you on a short journey through our seas in Antiquity. You will
meet different types of sea creatures such as fish, dolphins, mussels and snails, and
hear their stories. You will find answers to many questions about how they were
caught and consumed as food.

INTRODUCTION
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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MUCROSFIEIEE

DENIZ KABUKLULARI FOSILLERI
SEASHELL FOSSILS

FECTEN

BLLINGSELLA BATHYURUS

Kaynak | Source: Fiona Tapp, “How to Identify Shell Fossils” sciencing.com
https://sciencing.com/identify-shell-fossils-6101980.html
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Bir fosili kesfetmek, biiyiik bir hazineye rastlamak gibidir ve bu
gercekten cok ozel bir kesiftir. Fosiller, bitkilerin yani sira hayvan
kemiklerinden, izlerinden ve kabuklarindan, dogal olarak olusurlar ve
Tarih Oncesi bir yasam 6rnedinin baskisi veya izleridirler.

Fosiller ya viicut va da iz fosili olabilir. Viicut fosilleri, bir zamanlar
canli olan hayvan veya bitkilerin izleridir. iz fosilleri, canli bir
organizmanin nerede olduguna dair kanitlar gosterir, bunlar
hayvanlara ait izler veya yasadiklan yuvalar olabilir.

Fosillesmis deniz kabugu nedir? Fosillerin en yaygin orneklerinden biri,
farkli fosillesmis kabuk tiirlerini icerir, bunlara ayni zamanda kivrik
kabuk fosilleri olan ammonitler de denir. Bu tiir deniz kabugu fosilleri,
240 ila 65 milyon vil once denizde yasamis hayvanlara aittir.

Deniz fosilleri nasil olusur? Deniz kabugu fosilleri, kabuklu bir deniz
hayvani 6ldiigiinde, viicutlan ve kabuklan parcalanmaya basladiginda
olusur. Deniz kabugu fosilleri, diger fosillerden daha yaygindir,

ciinkii kabuk serttir ve bu nedenle, yalmzca yumusak dokuya sahip
organizmalara kiyasla korunma olasiligi daha viiksektir. Kabugu veya
kemigi olmayan hayvanlar neredeyse hig fosillesmezler.

Deniz fosilleri, bulunan tiim fosillerle birlikte, aslinda oldukca nadirdir
ciinkii bir organizmanin ayrismasi ve bir kaya iizerinde iz birakmasi
cok uzun siirmektedir. Bu siire¢ tamamlandiginda, kalintilar dogal
etmenlerle veya diger hayvanlar tarafindan kolaylikla tasinmis
olabilir. Fosillerin bu kadar 6zel olmasinin sebeplerinden biri de budur.
Kayitlara gore, en eski fosil, Bati Avustralya’da 3,5 milyar villk bir
kayanin iizerinde bulundu.

DENiZ KABUKLULARI FOSILLERI
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Discovering a fossil can feel like stumbling upon a great treasure and it
really is quite a special find. Fossils can be formed from animal bones,
leaves and shells, they are naturally formed and they are a pressing or
an impression of a prehistoric sample of life.

Fossils can either be body or trace fossils. Body fossils are imprints
of animal or plants that were once alive. Trace fossils show evidence
of where a living organism has been, they could be tracks or burrows
where animals have lived.

What is a fossilized shell? One of the most common samples of

fossils include different types of fossilized shell, these are also called
ammonites, which are fossils of coiled up shells. These kinds of seashell
fossils are from animals that lived in the sea between 240 and 65
million years ago.

How are sea fossils formed? Seashell fossils are formed when a sea
animal with a shell dies and their body and shell begin to decompose.
Seashell fossils are more common than other fossils because the shell is
hard and therefore more likely to be preserved, compared to organisms
with only soft tissue. Animals without a shell or bones hardly ever
become fossilized.

Sea fossils, along with all fossils found, are actually quite rare as it takes
so long for an organism to decompose and leave an impression on a rock.
By the time this process is complete, the remains could have easily been
moved by natural forces or by other animals. That’s one of the reasons
why fossils are so special. The oldest fossil, according to records, is
captured on a 3.5-billion-year-old rock from Western Australia.

SEASHELL FOSSILS

FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY

17



IKI NEHIR ARASINDA:
MEZOPOTAMYA

BETWEEN TWO RIVERS:
MESOPOTAMIA

Havuz veya golette avlanan Asurlu balik¢imin tasvir edildigi alcak kabartma. MO 7. yiizyil
Bas-relief depicting an Assyrian man fishing in a mountain pool or pond. 7th century BC
©0.S. Muhammed Amin, AHE. British Museum
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Siimer, Akad, Babil ve Asur gibi giiclii devletlerin yurt edindigi
Mezopotamya’da yapilan arkeolojik kazilarda deniz kabuklulan

ve diger deniz canlilarina ait fosiller ile balik avinda kullanilan
oltalar bulunmustur. Ayrica duvar resimleri ve kabartmalar da
Mezopotamya’da tiiketilen baliklar ve balik avi hakkinda fikir
vermektedir. Civi yazili belgelerde, denizde yapilan balik awi ile gol
ve nehirler gibi tatli sularda yapilan balik avindaki ayrim dikkati
ceker. Balik acisindan en verimli sular Firat ve Dicle nehirlerinin asagi
kesimindeki genis bataklklardi. Civi yazili belgelerde balik tiirlerinin
isimleri, dagitimlan, balik avi kurallari ve anlasmazlik durumunda
verilecek cezalar hakkinda bilgiler bulunmaktadir. Kayitlardan, balikg
loncalarinin iyi organize olduklan anlasilmaktadir.

Balik tutmada kullanilan olta kancalan onceleri kemiktendi ancak
daha sonra metal de kullanilmaya baslanmistir. Hayvan derisinden
yapilan sallar ve ufak kayiklar hem olta balikgiliginda hem de agla
yapilan avda kullamlirdi. Baliklar, ihtiya¢ duyuldugunda besin

olarak kullanmilmak iizere olusturulan goletler veya havuzlarda
tutulurdu. Mezopotamya halklan, baligin giineste kurutulmasi,
tuzlanmasi (salamura) ve tiitsiilenmesi gibi islemleri yapiyor, baliktan
olabildigince farkli meniiler cikarabiliyorlards; ayrica balik yumurtasi
da sevilerek tiiketiliyordu.

Balik, Mezopotamya mitolojisinde dnemli rol oynuyor, tapinaklardaki
dinsel torenlerde tanrilara kurban olarak da sunuluyordu. Din
adamlarimin veya tapinak gorevlilerinin ihtivaca disindaki baliklar
halka satiliyordu. Bazi tapinaklarda ve bazi 6zel giinlerde balik
tiiketimi yasakti. Baliklar ve deniz kaplumbagalan ata kiiltii
cercevesinde cenaze torenlerinde kurban olarak sunuluyordu.
Kabartmalarda, yan insan yari balik formunda “balik tannlar”
(6rnegin Oannes) tasvir edilmistir.

iKi NEHIR ARASINDA: MEZOPOTAMYA
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

In archaeological excavations conducted in Mesopotamia, where
powerful states such as the Sumerians, Akkadians, Babylonians and
the Assyrians had settled, fossils of seashells and other sea creatures
as well as fishing rods were found. In addition, murals and reliefs give
an idea about how fish were caught and consumed in Mesopotamia.
Cuneiform documents distinguish between fishing at sea and fishing
in freshwater lakes and rivers. The waters containing the most fish
resources were the vast swamps in the lower deltas of the Euphrates and
Tigris rivers. Cuneiform documents inform us about the nomenclature
of fish species, their distribution, fishing rules, and penalties in case of
dispute. It appears from these records that the guild of fishermen was
well-organized.

Fishing hooks used for fishing were made of bone at first, but later
metal was also used. Rafts and small boats made of animal skin were
used both for fishing with hooks and fishing with nets. Fish were kept
in ponds or pools to be used as food when needed. The peoples of
Mesopotamia carried out preservation processes such as sun-drying,
salting (brine) and smoking, thus allowing many different dishes from
fish. In addition, fish eggs were consumed as a delicacy.

Fish played an important role in Mesopotamian mythology and were
offered as a sacrifice to the gods in religious ceremonies in the temples.
Fish not needed for ceremonial use by temple officials were sold to the
public. Fish consumption was prohibited in some temples and on some
special occasions. Fish and sea turtles were presented as sacrifices in
funeral ceremonies within the framework of the ancestral cult. Reliefs
depict “fish gods” (e.g. 0Oannes) as half human and half fish.

BETWEEN TWO RIVERS: MESOPOTAMIA
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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NIL’IN ARMAGANI: MISIR
THE NILE’S GIFT: EGYPT

Menna ve ailesi bataklikta avlaniyor. Menna Mezar’’ndan duvar resmi, Teb. M0 14. viizyil
Menna and family hunting in the marshes. Tomb of Menna, Thebes. 14th century BC
© Alain Guilleux/Alamy. Roger Fund. Nr. 30.4.48



2

Tarihin Babasi olarak anilan Herodotos, Misir icin “Nil’in Armagani”
der. Gercekten de Nil Nehri Misir’a adeta hayat vermistir. Sularindaki
balik zenginligi ve cesitliligi Misirlilarin ana besin kaynagini
olusturuyordu. Balik, Firavunlar Donemi’nden beri Nil Vadisi’nde
yasayanlar icin ¢cok 6nemli ve ucuz bir yiyecekti. Balik tutmak sadece
balikciligr meslek olarak yapanlann isi degildi, ihtivaci olan herkes
balik tutardi. Nil Nehri’nde en fazla avlanan baliklar arasinda tath
su levregi, vilan balig, yayin baligi, sazan, tekir ve tatli su cipurasi
bulunmaktadir.

Fakir halk etten ziyade balik titketimine yonelirdi. Balik avinda
kullanilan araclar genelde olta, zipkin, ag ve sepetlerdi. Thtiyac fazlasi
veya gerektiginde tiiketilecek baliklar kiiciik havuzlarda tutulurdu.
Giiniimiize kalan resimler veya kabartmalar arasinda kamis va da
sazlardan yapilma sandallardaki balikcilanin aglarla yaptiklan
avlanma sahneleri bir hayli dikkat cekicidir. Denize birakilan nispeten
biiyiik aglann yerinin belli olmasi icin su yiizeyinde kalan kenar
lasimlanina batmaz ahsap parcalar diigiimlenirdi. Kabartmalarda,

tek kisinin kullanacagi kiiciik boyutlu aglann kullanmildigi da
goriilmektedir. Olta ile avlama daha ziyade asagi tabakadaki
insanlanin yaptigi bir avlanmaydi, ancak ileriki donemlerde yiiksek
devlet gorevlilerinin hosca vakit gecirmek icin olta ile balik avlamaya
gittiklerine dair veriler mevcuttur. Misirilar baligi pisirerek yeseler de
¢ig olarak da tiiketirlerdi; ayrica balik giineste kurutulur, ates yaninda
tutularak tiitsiilenir ve tuzlu suda birakilarak salamura (6zellikle
uskumrular) yapilird..

Mezopotamya’da oldugu gibi Misir’da da bazi tapinaklarda ve bazi
donemlerde balik titketiminin yasaklandigi anlasilmaktadir. Tapinaga
yapilan adaklar arasinda yayin baligi da vardir.

NiL’IN ARMAGANI: MISIR
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Herodotus, the Father of History, calls Egypt the “Gift of the Nile.”
Indeed, the Nile River gave life to Egypt. The richness and diversity of
fish in the waters of the Nile constituted the main food source for the
Egyptians. Since the Pharaonic period, fish were a very important and
cheap food for those living in the Nile Valley. Fishing was not only the
job of commercial fishermen, but the general populace also needed to
fish. Among the most popular species for food in the Nile were perch,
eel, catfish, carp, mullet and freshwater sea bream.

The poor preferred fish rather than meat. The implements used in
fishing were generally fishing rods, harpoons, nets and baskets. Surplus
fish for later consumption were kept in small ponds. Among surviving
paintings or reliefs, the fishing scenes made by fishermen showing nets
on bamboo or reed boats are quite remarkable. To locate the relatively
large nets left in the sea, pieces of wood were knotted into the edges

of the nets so as to float on the surface. The reliefs also show that
small-sized nets were used by a single person. Fishing with rods was

a practice generally done by the lower classes, but sources show that
high government officials also fished with rods for sport. Although the
Egyptians usually cooked their fish, they also consumed them raw. In
addition, fish were dried in the sun, smoked over a fire, or soaked in
saltwater brine, especially mackerel.

As in Mesopotamia, fish consumption were prohibited in some temples
in Egypt as well as during some periods. Catfish were also among the
offerings made at the temples.

THE NILE’S GIFT: EGYPT
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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MINOS VE MIKEN
UYGARLIKLARI

MINOAN AND MYCENAEAN
CIVILIZATIONS

Uskumru veya ton baligi avlamus Giritli bir balikci. Santorini Adasi’ndaki Akrotiri’den. M yak. 1627
A Minoan fisherman with his catch of mackerel or tuna. Akrotiri, Island of Santorini. Ca. 1627 BC
CPA Media Pte Ltd/Alamy



28

Ege diinyasinda uygarligin besigi olarak kabul edilen Girit Adasi’ndaki
Minos uygarligina (MO 1900-1400) ait freskler ve vazolarda cok sayida
deniz canlilan resmedilmistir. Bu da Giritlilerin denize olan ilgisinin
gostergesidir. Knossos’ta bulunan altin bir siis esyasinda bir iskaroz
(papagan baligi) resmedilmistir. Degerli taslarda da iskaroz

baligi karsimiza citkmaktadir. Gournia’da bazi metal olta kancalan
bulunmustur. Ton baliklarinin avlandigina iliskin veriler mevcuttur.
Antik balik avaligi goz oniine alindiginda, gece mesaleyle
avdinlatilarak mizrakla ahtapot avi yapiliyor olmasi da miimkiindiir.

Yaklasik olarak MO 1600-1100 yillan arasinda Yunanistan’da ortaya
cikan Miken (Akha) uygarligi, tiim Ege diinyasim etkilemistir. Balik ve
deniz iiriinleri Mikenlilerin beslenmesinde nispeten az rol oynuyordu.
Yiiksek mevkideki devlet gorevlileri, niifusun geri kalanina gore daha
fazla balik tiiketiyordu. Kayiklarla denize acilarak yapilan avlanmanin
yani sira, karadan va da si§ sularda avlaniliyordu. Sahilden ag atma,
kancali oltalar ve mizraklarin kullanilmasi, dipteki deniz canlilan

ve siingerler icin dalis ve denize kapan birakma belli basli avlanma
tiirleriydi.

Miken yazili belgeleri olan Linear B tabletlerinde baliklara ve
balikcilara iliskin kayit yoktur. Kayitlarin tutulmamasi, belki

de balikciligin dogrudan sarayin kontroliinde olmadigini isaret
edebilir. Ancak, freskler ve vazo resimleri gerek Minos gerekse
Miken diinyasinda balik ve balikciigin 6nemli yer tuttuguna isaret
etmektedir.

MINOS VE MIKEN UYGARLIKLART
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Many sea creatures are depicted on frescoes and vases belonging to

the Minoan civilization (1900-1400 BC). The Island of Crete is regarded

as the cradle of this civilization in the Aegean world. This indicates the
interest of Cretans in the sea. An ischarose, or parrot fish, is depicted on

a gold ornament found in Knossos. The same fish is also depicted on
precious stones. Some metal fishing hooks have been found in Gournia.
Sources also mention the catching of tuna fish. Considering ancient
fishing practices, it is possible that octopuses were hunted at night using
torchlight and spears.

The Mycenaean (Akha) civilization emerged in Greece between 1600 and
1100 BC and affected the entire Aegean world. Fish and seafood played

a relatively small role in the diet of the Mycenaeans. High-ranking
government officials consumed more fish than the rest of the populace.
In addition to fishing done from sailboats, people would fish from land
or in shallow water. Fishing was practiced using shorenets from beaches,
fishhooks and spears, and weirs, along with diving for sea creatures and
sponges at the bottom.

There are no records of fish and fishermen in the Linear B tablets, which
are Mycenae’s written documents. This lack of records may indicate
that fishing was not directly under the control of the palace. However,
frescoes and vase paintings indicate that fish and fisheries occupied an
important place in both the Minoan and Mycenaean worlds.

MINOAN AND MYCENAEAN CIVILIZATIONS
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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Sepetle balik avlayan balikgi. Kirnizi figiir tekniginde boyanmis icecek kabi (kyliks). Ambrosios Ressami. MO yak. 510-500
Fisherman fishing with basket. Red-figure drinking cup (kylix). The Ambrosios Painter. Ca. 510-500 BC
oM i Boston (Nr. 01.8024)
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Antik kaynaklardan ve mozaiklerdeki tasvirlerden balik avinin

nasil yapildigi konusunda bazi bilgiler elde etmek miimkiindiir. Bu
bilgiler 1s1ginda, balik avi icin olta, karg, ii¢ catalli zipkin (trident),
balik sepeti (kapani) ve ag kullanildigim biliyoruz. Bu av arac-
gereclerinin kullamimi hem kiyidan hem de kayiklarla denize acilarak
vapilabilmekteydi.

Skopia denen “gozetleme” metoduyla yapilan ton baligi avi
(thunneia), Antik Cag yazarlarinin eserleriyle giiniimiize ulasmistir.
Nitekim Geng Philostratos ve Oppianos’un yazdiklar, bu avin genel
olarak nasil yapildigina dair aydinlatici bilgi vermektedir. Bu av
metodunda, keskin demirden mizraklar ya da aglar kullamilmaktayd.
Once, yiiksekge bir agac iizerine bir gozetleme noktasi kurulur ve
buraya keskin bakish biri yerlestirilirdi. Gorevi, gozlerini denize
odaklamak ve elinden geldigince uzaklara bakmak olan bu Kisi,

bir balik siiriisiiniin yaklasmakta oldugunu gordiigiinde elinden
geldigince yiiksek sesle asagidaki teknelerde bekleyenlere bagirarak
baliklarin miktarini belirtir ve teknelerdeki adamlar da bu baliklan
genis aglarla kusatirlar ve baliklar doldugunda aglar toplanirdi.

Antik Cag’da yunus avinin da yapildigina iliskin bilgiler bulunmaktadir.
Yunuslar, eti icin degil, yvagi icin avlanmaktaydi. Oppianos, insanlardan
kendilerine zarar gelmeyecegini diisiinen yavru yunuslarin, teknelere
yaklastiklarinda hic de beklemedikleri bir sekilde iizerlerine demir
zipkinlanin (harpoon) firlatitmasiyla oldiiriilmelerini acikli bir sekilde
anlatir. Balikcilar, oliimciil darbeyi alan ve suyun derinligine dogru
siiziilen yavruyu tekneye cekmek yerine, kendiliginden su yiiziine
cikmasim bekliyor ve yavru yunusun arkasindan gelen anne yunusu da
ayni sekilde oldiiriiyorlardi.

ESKI YUNAN VE ROMA DiiNYASINDA BALIK AVI
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Information about fishing practices can be gleaned from ancient sources
and depictions on mosaics. Thus we know that fishing lines, spears,
tridents, fish weirs (traps), and nets were used for fishing. Such fishing
gear could be used both from the shore and on sailboats.

Tuna hunts (thunneia) using the “lookout” method (skopia) has been
described by ancient authors. Indeed, the writings of Philostratos the
Younger and Oppian provide enlightening information on how this hunt
was conducted. For such a hunt, sharp iron spears or nets were used.
First, a lookout point was set up in a high tree, and someone with a keen
eye would be placed there. This person was tasked with focusing his
eyes on the sea and gazing as far away as possible. When a school of fish
approached, he would shout loudly to those waiting in the boats below.
These men would surround the fish with large nets; and when they were
full of fish, they would gather the nets.

Dolphin hunting was also conducted in antiquity. Dolphins were hunted
for their fat, not for their meat. Oppian painfully describes the killing of
baby dolphins, who thought they would not be harmed by humans. The
fishermen would wait for the baby dophins to approach the boats and
then unexpectedly throw iron harpoons at them. Instead of being pulling
into the boat, the baby dolphins who received such a fatal blow were
allowed to glide away into the depths of the sea and then resurface. This
way the mother would follow the baby to the surface, and the fishermen
would kill her as well.

FISHING IN THE ANCIENT GREEK AND ROMAN WORLDS
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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GIDA OLARAK BALIK TUKETIMI
FISH CONSUMED AS FOOD

Bir grup deniz canlisimin tasvir edilmis oldugu balik tabag, kirmizi figiir tekniginde boyanms; Binningen
Ressami’na atfedilmektedir. Paestum, Giiney italya. MO 4. yiizyilin iiciincii ceyregi

Red-figure fish plate, attributed to the Binningen Painter, Paestum, South Italy. Third quarter of the 4th century BC
© Gibon Art/Alamy
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Antik kaynaklardan dgrendigimize gore balik, Antik Cag toplumlarinin
baslica temel gidalarindan biriydi. Hatta belirli bir bolgede yakalanan
ve gida olarak tiiketilen baliklann iinii, tiim Ege ve Akdeniz diinyasina
vavilirdi. Balik genellikle iic tiirlii tiiketiliyordu: taze, tuzlama ve
tiitsiileme. Bunlarin yani sira yemeklerde sos olarak kullanildigini da
bilivoruz.

Yasli Plinius’tan dgrendigimize gore; ton baliklan parcalar halinde
kesilirdi, boyun ve govde kismi lezzetli kabul edilir, gerdan kismi da
diri olurdu, ancak midede siddetli gaz yapardi; ton baliginin geriye
kalan tiim eti tuzlanarak saklanirdi; mese odunu kiymiklarini andiran
bu parcalara melandrya denirdi; yagsiz olduklarindan parcalarin

en ucuzu kuyruga yakin olanlardi; en sevilen parcalar ise gerdana
yakin olanlards; oysa diger baliklarda kuyruga vakin kisimlar en fazla
tiiketilenlerdi; kiiciik ton baliklar arzu edilen biiyiikliikte dilimlenir
veya kiip gibi ufak parcalara aynilirdi.

Antik Cag’da balik soslari bir hayli sevilen ve tiiketilen iiriinler
arasindaydi. Adi en fazla bilinen soslar arasinda garum ve muria
bulunmaktadir. Adin1 garos adli baliktan alan garum, daha

zivade baliklarin ic organlarinin uzun siire tuzda ya da tuzlu suda
birakilmasiyla elde edilen bir balik sosudur. Muria ise ton baligindan
yapilirdi ve uskumrudan yapilan garum’dan daha lezzetliydi.
Horatius, sosun, tatli zeytinyaginin belirli bir yogunluga sahip (vani
sulandinlmamus) sarap ve tuzla kanistinnlmasiyla elde edilebilecegini
vurguladiktan sonra, bu karisimin kiyilmis otlarla kanistinlip
kaynatilmasini ve iizerine Korykos (Kilikia’da) safrani serpilerek

bir kenarda bekletilmesini ve son olarak da Venafran (italya’da)
zeytininden sikilmis yag ilave edilmesini tavsiye eder.

GIDA OLARAK BALIK TUKETIMI
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

According to ancient sources, fish were one of the staple foods of their
societies. In fact, the reputation of fish caught in a certain region and
consumed as food would spread throughout the entire Aegean and
Mediterranean world. Fish was generally consumed in three ways: fresh,
salted or smoked. Additionally, it was used as a sauce for meals.

According to Pliny the Elder, a tuna was first cut into pieces. The neck
and body were considered tasty. However, consuming the neck fresh
would cause gas in the stomach. The remainder of the tuna was salted
and stored. Because these pieces resembled splinters of oak wood,

they were called melandrya. The cheapest pieces were those near the
tail, since they were lean. The most popular pieces were those near the
fish’s throat. As with other fish, the parts close to the tail were the most
consumed. Small tuna were sliced to the desired size or cut into small
cube-like pieces.

Fish sauces were among the most popular products consumed in
ancient times. Garum and muria are among the best-known sauces.
Garum, named after the fish garos, is a fish sauce obtained by leaving
the internal organs of the fish in salt or salty water for a long time.
Muria, on the other hand, was made from tuna and tastier than garum,
which was made from the mackerel species. Horace emphasizes that
the sauce can be obtained by mixing sweet olive oil with wine and salt
of a certain consistency (i.e. undiluted). This mixture is then boiled with
chopped herbs and sprinkled with Korykos (in Kilikia) saffron. Finally, he
recommends adding oil squeezed from the Venafran (in Italy) olive.

FISH CONSUMED AS FOOD
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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BALIK VE KEHANET
FISH AND PROPHECY

Poseidon mozaiginden detay, Zeugma. MS yak. 2-3. yiizyil

A detail from Poseidon mosaic, Zeugma. Ca. 2nd-3rd century AD
©Zeugma Arkeoloji Projesi | Courtesy of Zeugma Archaeological Project
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BALIK VE KEHANET

Antik kaynaklarda, Lykia Bolgesi’nde baliklarin hareketlerine bakilarak
kehanette bulunulduguna dair bilgiler vardir. Yash Plinius, Limyra’daki
nehrin gectigi giizergah iizerinde yer alan yerlesimlerde yasayanlarin,
nehrin sularindaki baliklara yivecek vererek onlara damistiklarini;
baliklarin kendilerine verilen yivecegi yemesinin, verdikleri cevabin
olumlu oldugunu; kuyruklarini ¢irparak viyecegi reddetmeleri de
(vememeleri) cevaplarinin olumsuz oldugu anlamina geldigini
anlatmaktadir. Nitekim, Ksanthos Vadisi kentlerinden Sura, Myra ve
Kyvaneai’da yasayanlarin baliklanin hareketlerine bakarak kehanette
bulunduklan Antik Cag vazarlarinca dile getirilmektedir.

Baligin kent kurulusundaki kehanette oynadid rol, Ephesos kentinin
kurulusunda ver alir. Ephesos’un efsanevi kurucusu Androklos,
kuraca@i kentin yerini Delphoi’daki Apollon Kehanet Merkezi’ne
damistiginda, kdhin ona, kentin yerini, bir balik ve bir yaban
domuzunun gosterecegini soylemis. Ege Denizi’nde gemilerle yol
alan kolonistler, kentlerini kuracaklan yeri aramak icin Bati Anadolu
layilanina yaklastiklarinda, Ephesos’un bulundugu yerde kiyiya
cakmislardi. Yemek vakti ates yakip tuttuklan baliklari mangalda
pisirirlerken, baliklardan biri mangaldan firlamus, iizerine yapisan
kor parcasi da cevredeki calilarin alev almasina yol acmisti. Calilarin
arasinda gizlenen yaban domuzu, alevlerin arasindan firlayip kacmis
fakat Androklos onu takip ederek oldiirmiis ve -kehanete uygun
olarak- orada Ephesos kentini kurmustu.

ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Ancient sources inform us that prophecies in the Lycian region were
made by looking at the movements of fish. Pliny the Elder (Gaius Plinius
Secundus) says that the inhabitants of the settlements along the river
in Limyra would consult the fish by throwing food into the water.

If the fish ate the food given to them, their response would interpreted
as positive. However, if they refused to eat the food and flapped

their tails, this would mean that their answer was negative. Also,
ancient authors state that the inhabitants of the cities of the Xanthos
Valley - Sura, Myra and Kyaneai - made prophecies by looking at the
movements of fish.

The role played by fish in a prophecy concerning a city’s founding is
seen in the establishment of ancient Ephesos. When Androklos, the
legendary founder of Ephesos, consulted the Apollo oracle at Delphi
about where he should establish his city, the prophecy told him that
the location would be shown by a fish and a boar. After the colonists
sailed across the Aegean Sea, they approached the shoreline of western
Anatolia in search of a place to establish their city. While they were
cooking some fish on a fire at mealtime, one jumped out of the pan. A
piece of ember stuck to it and caused the surrounding bushes to catch
fire. A wild boar, hidden in the bushes, fled the flames. Androklos
followed the boar, killed him, and established the city of Ephesos at
that spot, in accordance with the prophecy.

FISH AND PROPHECY

FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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POSEIDON’UN
ZAFER ALAYI

THE TRIUMPH
OF POSEIDON

Poseidon mozaiginden detay, Gaziantep Zeugma Mozaik Miizesi. MS yak. 2-3. yiizyil
Detail from the Poseidon mosaic, Gaziantep Zeugma Mosaic Museum. Ca. 2nd-3rd century AD
© Zeugma Arkeoloji Projesi | Courtesy of Zeugma Archaeological Project
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Bugiin Gaziantep’teki Zeugma Mozaik Miizesi’nde sergilenen

mozaik, tiiriiniin en giizel 6rneklerinden biridir. Bir havuzun zemini
veya onemli bir salonun taban dosemesi oldugu tahmin edilen bu
mozaigin merkezinde bir ¢ift denizati (hippokampos) siiren Deniz
Tannisi Poseidon, elinde ii¢ catalli zipkinla resmedilmistir. Mozaigin
alt kisminda solda tiim irmaklarin tanrisi Okeanos ve karisi Denizler
Kralicesi Thetis resmedilmistir. Mozaigin arka planinda ise cesitli deniz
canlilan goriilmektedir.

Poseidon, Olympos’ta yasayan tannilardan biri olup deniz, deprem, sel,
kuraklik ve atlarin tannsiydi. Saglam yapili ve giir sakalli Poseidon’un
en ayirt edici sembolii, ii¢ catalli zipkin yani trident idi. Bazen deniz
canlilanyla (kerevit, ahtapot, balik vb.) kaplanmis bir kaya parcasi
savururken de tasvir edilirdi.

Okeanos, diinyanin tiim tatl sularinin (nehirler, kuyular, kaynaklar
ve yagmur bulutlan) ve diinyayi cevreleyen Okeanos Nehri’nin Titan
tannsiydi. Okeanos, sanatta -Nehir Tanr’sinin ogullarinin da tasvir
sekli olan- boga boynuzlu ve yilan kuyruklu olarak tasvir edilmistir.
En onemli sembolleri balik ve yiland.

Thetis, diinyayi besleyen ana tatli su kaynaginin Titan tanncasiydi.
0, diinyayi cevreleyen tatli su Okeanos’un karisiydi ve nehirlerin,
kaynaklarin, derelerin ve cesmelerin anasiydi.

Mozaikte goriilen yunus, ahtapot, kerevit, yilan baligi gibi deniz
canlilan oldukca canli bir sekilde tasvir edilmistir.

POSEIDON’UN ZAFER ALAYI
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

A mosaic discovered in Zeugma and exhibited in Gaziantep’s Zeugma
Mosaic Museum is one of the most beautiful examples of its kind. This
mosaic, thought to be the floor of a pool or an important hall, has at
its center Poseidon, the god of the sea. He is riding a pair of seahorses
(hippocampus) and holds a trident in his hand. In the lower left part

of the mosaic Oceanus, the god of all rivers, and his wife Tethys, the
queen of the seas, are depicted. Various sea creatures can be seen in the
background of the mosaic.

Poseidon was the Olympian god of the sea, earthquakes, floods, droughts
and horses. He was depicted as a mature man with a sturdy build and

a dark beard. Poseidon usually held a trident, and this three-pronged
fisherman’s spear is his most distinctive attribute. He sometimes also
wields a boulder encrusted with sea creatures (crayfish, octopuses, fish,
etc.). The god was either clothed in a cloak or depicted nude, and often
crowned with a wreath of wild celery or a simple headband.

Oceanus was the primordial Titan god of the great, earth-encircling River
Oceanus. He was the font of all of the earth’s freshwater - rivers, wells,
springs and rain-clouds. Oceanus was depicted in ancient art as a bull-
horned god with the tail of a serpentine fish, a form shared by his River-
god sons. His usual attributes were a fish and serpent.

Thetys was the Titan goddess of the primal font of freshwater which
nourished the earth. She was the wife of Oceanus, the earth-encircling,
freshwater stream, and the mother of the rivers, springs, streams and
fountains.

Sea creatures seen in the mosaic, such as dolphins, octopuses, crayfish
and eels, are depicted very vividly.

THE TRIUMPH OF POSEIDON
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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ISTANBUL BOGAZI VE BYZANTION
ISTANBUL STRAIT AND BYZANTION

Byzantion sikkesi, bronz. On yiizde imparatorice Julia Mamaea’nin biistii; arka yiizde iki ton baligi arasinda yunus. MS 3. viizyil
Coin of Byzantion, bronze. Bust of the Empress Julia Mamaea on the obverse and dolphin between two tuna fish on the reverse. 3rd century AD
© Gorny & Mosch, Online-auction 270, 2214
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Balikciik, Antik Cag’daki devletlerin en 6nemli dogal gelir
kaynaklarindan biriydi. Istanbul Bogazi (Bosporos) iizerinde kurulmus
olan Byzantion’da (istanbul) gerceklestirilen yogun balik avi kuskusuz
kentte bir balik endiistrisinin de olusmasina neden olmustu. Byzantion
kenti de baliklardan sagladigi gelirle refah diizeyini arttirmisti.
Byzantionlular baligi esas olarak Bogaz’dan (Bosporos) saglasa da,
kentlerine yakin gollerden ve muhtemelen nehirlerden de balik elde
ediyorlardi. Balikcilik, Byzantion’da o derece onemli bir sektordii ki
Aristoteles, Politika adli eserinde toplumdaki siniflardan soz ederken
verdigi ornekler arasinda Byzantion’daki balikcilar da vardir. Strabon,
Byzantion’un balikcilikta iiciincii sirada oldugunu sdylemektedir. MS
1-2. yiizyil yazarlarindan Dion Khrysostomos, Byzantionlularin Bogaz
uiizerinde yer almalannin verdigi avantajdan ve denizden olabildigince
fazla vararlandiklarini, hatta baliklarin ayaklarina geldigini ve bu
nedenle onlan yakalamak icin ayrnca bir caba sarfetmelerine gerek
olmadigin soylemektedir. MS 2. viizyilda yasayan Athenaios’un
Deipnosophistai adli eserinde, Byzantion’un “ton baligi metropolisi”
olarak adlandinldigini goriiyoruz.

Bogaz’da en fazla goriilen baliklar arasinda ton, palamut

ve uskumru bulunmaktadir. Bu baliklarin hepsi goc eden
baliklardandir. Bunlarin yani sira kolyoz, lkalic baligi, yunus, mersin
baligi ve iskaroz (papagan baligi) da Byzantion veya Bosporos ile iliskili
olarak antik kaynaklarda adi gecen baliklardandir.

Byzantion ayni zamanda tuz tekelini de elinde tutuyordu. Tarikhos
vani tuzlama balik imalati cok miktarda tuz gerektirivordu. Pseudo-
Aristoteles’ten dgrendigimize gore MO 4. yiizyilin ortalarinda,
Byzantion’da balik avi ve salamura icin bir hayli 6nemli olan tuz
ticareti devlet tekelindeydi.

ISTANBUL BOGAZI VE BYZANTION
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Fishing was one of the most important natural sources of income for
states in antiquity. Intensive fishing in the Bosphorus (Istanbul Strait),
upon which Byzantion (Istanbul) was established, undoubtedly led to
the formation of a fish industry in the city. Byzantion also increased its
prosperity through the income obtained from fish. Although the residents
obtained fish mainly from the Bosphorus, they also obtained fish from
lakes near the city and possibly from rivers too. Fishing was such an
important sector in Byzantion that Aristotle in his work Politics mentions
a class in Byzantion’s society comprised of fishermen. Strabo states

that Byzantion was third in fishing. Dio Chrysostom, a writer of 1st-2nd
century AD, says that the city’s residents exploited the advantage of their
location on the Bosphorus and the sea as much as possible. The fish even
came right up to their feet so they did not require any extra effort to catch
them. In a work named Deipnosophistai by Athenaios, who lived in the
2nd century AD, Byzantion is called the “metropolis of tuna.”

Among the most common fish in the Bosphorus are tuna, bonito and
mackerel. ALl of these fish are migratory. In addition to these, mullet,
swordfish, dolphin, sturgeon and parrot fish are among the fish

mentioned in ancient sources related to Byzantion or the Bosphorus.

Byzantion also held the salt monopoly. The production of tarichos,

or salted fish, required large amounts of salt. According to Pseudo-
Aristotle, writing in the middle of the 4th century BC, because the salt
trade was very important for fishing and brine in Byzantion, it was
under the state monopoly.

ISTANBUL STRAIT AND BYZANTION
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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PALAMUT BALIKLARI
VE ALTIN BOYNUZ

BONITO FISH AND
THE GOLDEN HORN

Byzantion sikkesi, bronz. On yiizde imparator Geta’min biistii; arka yiizde iki ton baligi (veya palamiut) arasinda yunus. MS 3. yiizyil
Coin of Byzantion, bronze. Bust of Emperor Geta on the obverse and dolphin between two tuna fish (or bonito) on the reverse. 3rd century AD
© Pecunem 18, 378
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Hali¢’in boynuza benzetilmesini pek ¢ok antik yazarin eserinden
bilivoruz. Ornegin Strabon, girintili cikintili yapisi ve koylari nedeniyle
Hali¢’i geyik boynuzuna benzetir. Palamut baliklarinin en yogun
bulundugu ve yakalandigi yer de Antik Cag’da “Altin Boynuz”

(Yun. Khrysokeras / Lat. Chrysoceras) olarak bilinen Halic idi. Roma
Imparatorluk Dénemi’nin baslarinda yasayan ve eserini Latince yazan
Yasli Plinius, Hali¢’ten “Altin Boynuz” olarak soz ederek, nicin o sekilde
adlandinldigimi da aktanir:

“ .. Marmara Denizi’ni Karadeniz’e baglayan Trakya Bogazi’nda
(Istanbul Bogazi), Avrupa ve Asya’yi ayiran Bogaz’in en dar
yerinde, Asya yakasindaki Kalkhedon (Kadikoy) valkininda, dipten
yiizeye dogru suyun arasindan parildayan sahane beyazlikta bir
kaya vardir. Baliklar bu kayayi birdenbire karsilarinda goriince her
zaman iirkerler. Siirii halinde dosdogru karsi taraftaki Byzantion
Burnu’na (Halic’e) yonelirler. Buranin ‘Altin Boynuz’ olarak
anilmasinin nedeni de budur.”

Goriildiigii lizere Plinius, Hali¢’e (Keras) Altin Boynuz denmesinin, bu
korfezde kaynayan baliklardan dolayi oldugunu belirtmektedir. Gerek
Strabon’un gerekse Plinius’un anlatimindan anladigimiz gibi, Antik
Cag’in ici meyve dolu bereket boynuzu (cornucopia), Byzantion’da
(Istanbul) ici palamut dolu bereket boynuzuna doniismiistii; altin ile
anlatilmak istenen, palamut baliklarindan baska bir sey degildi!

PALAMUT BALIKLARI VE ALTIN BOYNUZ
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Many ancient authors mention that the Golden Horn of present-day
Istanbul derives its name from its resemblance to a horn. For example,
the Greek geographer Strabo compares the Golden Horn to a deerhorn
due to its intricate structure and bays. The place where bonito fish were
densely found and caught was the Golden Horn — Khrysokeras in Greek
and Chrysoceras in Latin. Pliny the Elder, who lived in the Early Roman
Imperial period and wrote in Latin, calls this estuary the “Golden Horn”

and explains why it was so named:

“..In the splendid whiteness shimmering through the water, from
the bottom to the surface, in the Thracian Strait (Istanbul/Bosporus
Strait), which connects the Marmara Sea to the Black Sea, at the
narrowest part of the Bosporus that separates Europe and Asia,

near Kalchedon (Kadikoy) on the Asian side is a rock. Fish are always
startled when they suddenly see this rock in front of them. In droves,
they head straight to Cape Byzantion (Golden Horn) on the opposite
side. This is the reason why this place is called the “Golden Horn.”

As seen, Pliny the Elder notes that the estuary (Keras; modern Halic)
was called the Golden Horn because of the abundance of fish in this
bay. As can be understood by the accounts of both Strabo and Pliny, the
blessed fruit-filled cornucopia in antiquity turned into a blessed fish-
filled cornucopia in Byzantion (Istanbul). What was meant by gold was

nothing more than bonito fish!

BONITO FISH AND THE GOLDEN HORN
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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Byzantion sikkesi, bronz. On yiizde Deniz Tannsi Poseidon’un basi; arka yiizde yunus. Roma imparatorluk Dénemi
Coin of Byzantion, bronze. Head of Poseidon, Sea God, on the obverse and dolphin on the reverse. Roman Imperial period
© Dr. Busso Peus, E-Auction, 9, 178

Roma sikkesi, giimils denarius. On yiizde Denizler Kralicesi Amphitrite’nin biistii, arka yiizde cift denizat: siiren Poseidon. Roma Cumhuriyet Dénemi

Roman coin, silver denarius. Bust of Amphitrite, Queen of the Sea, on the obverse and Poseidon riding double sea horse on the reverse. Roman Republican period
© Leu Numismatik 2, 212
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Antik Cag kent devletlerinin bazilan, balik, yunus, ahtapot, denizati,
istiridye, yengec gibi deniz canlilarinin tasvirlerini sikkeleri lizerine
koymustur. Daha ziyade deniz, gol veya irmak kiyisinda olan bu kentler,
boylece, kentlerinin dayandidi yerel kaynaklan (dogal zenginligi) hem
kendi toplumlarina hem de dis diinyaya tanitmis oluyorlardi.

Kyzikos (Erdek) kentinin MO 5. yiizyil elektron sikkelerinde ton balgu,
bircok sikkede ana tasvirin yaninda bir sembol olarak kullanilmis

olup ton baligi, bu sikkelerin Kyzikos’a atfedilmelerinde onemli bir
belirleyici unsurdur. Keza, Byzantion’un (istanbul) Roma imparatorluk
Donemi’nde basmis oldugu sikkelerinde bazen yan yana iki balik bazen
de iki balik arasinda yunus betimlenmistir. Baliklarin resmedilmesi,
Byzantion’un balikciliga verdigi dnemi ve gecimini balikciliga
dayandirdiginin 6nemli bir gostergesidir. Nitekim, Antik Cag vazarlan
Byzantion’un balik¢iligina cok sayida atif yapmaktadir. Bazen -Abdera
sikkelerinde veya Atina agirlklarinda oldugu gibi- yunuslar oldukca
artistik bir goriiniimde resmedilmislerdir.

Giiney Italya ve Sicilya kentleri, sikkelerinde deniz canlilarini severek
ve sikca betimlemislerdir. Ornegin, Akragas’in MO 5. yiizyil giimiis
sikkelerinin arka yiiziinde anatomik ozellikleri cok iyi belirtilmis bir
yengec betimlenmistir; Syrakusai ve Eretria giimiis sikkelerinin arka
yiiziindeki ahtapot ise acik kollanyla adeta sikkenin tiim arka yiiziinii
kaplamistir. Phaselis’in (Tekirova) bir giimiis sikkesinin arka yiiziinde,
gemi pruvasinin altinda gosterilen denizati, anatomik ozelliklerine
uygun resmedilmis olmasiyla bir hayli dikkat cekicidir. Roma
Cumhuriyet Donemi’ne tarihlenen (MO 1. yiizyil) giimiis bir sikkenin
arka viiziinde ise bir cift denizati betimlenmistir ki bu sikkedeki
denizati, gercek anatomik ozellikleri tasimayan at ve balik karnisimi
bir yaratik (hippokampos) olarak karsimiza ¢itkmaktadir. Bu sikkenin
on yiiziinde Denizler Kralicesi Amphitrite’nin basinin arkasinda ise bir
kalamar yer almaktadir.

SIKKELER VE BALIKLAR
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Some ancient city-states put depictions of sea creatures such as fish,
dolphins, octopuses, seahorses, oysters and crabs on their coins. These
cities were situated on the shore of a lake, river or sea and featured the
local resources (natural wealth) on which their cities depended both to
their own communities and to the outside world.

On the 5th century BC electrum coins of Kyzikos (Erdek), the tuna fish was
used as a symbol next to the main depiction on many coins. So the tuna
fish has become an important determinant for attributing these coins

to Kyzikos. Likewise, on coins minted by Byzantion (Istanbul) during the
Roman Imperial period, two fish were sometimes depicted side by side
with a dolphin occasionally placed between the two fish. The depiction
of fish on its coinage indicates that Byzantion attached much importance
to fisheries as a source of its livelihood. As a matter of fact, ancient
writers make numerous references to Byzantion’s fishing industry.
Occasionally, dolphins are depicted in a highly artistic form,

as on coins of Abdera or on Athenian weights.

The cities of southern Italy and Sicily have lovingly and frequently
depicted sea creatures on their coins. For example, a crab with well-
defined anatomical features is depicted on the reverse of 5th century BC
silver coins of Akragas. An octopus with open arms, on the other hand,
covered the reverse of silver coins of Syrakusai (Syracuse) and Eretria. The
seahorse shown under the bow of the ship on the reverse of a silver coin
of Phaselis (Tekirova) is quite remarkable, for its anatomical features are
accurately depicted. However, on the reverse of a silver coin of the Roman
Republic (1st century BC), a pair of seahorses is depicted. This depiction
does not show real anatomical features but rather a mixture of a horse
and a fish (hippocampus). On the obverse of this coin is a squid behind
the head of Amphitrite, the Queen of the Sea.

FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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TUNA FISH

Elektron sikkenin dn yiizii, stater, Kyzikos. Comelmis ve ton baligi tutan adam. M0 yak. 5. yiizyil
Obverse of an electrum coin, stater, Kyzikos. Nude youth kneeling left, holding in his right hand a tuna fish by the tail. Ca. 5th century BC
© Heritage World Coin Auction, NINC 3061, 32042

Elektron sikkenin on yiizii, stater, Kyzikos. Herakles comelmis, bir elinde basimin iizerinde silahini ve diger elinde yay tutuyor; arkasinda ton baligi. M yak. 5. viizyil
Obverse of an electrum coin, stater, Kyzikos. Heracles kneeling, holding club over his head and bow; behind, tuna fish. Ca. 5th century BC
©NAC 100, 148
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TON BALIGI

Ton baligi, antik kaynaklarda thynnos veya thynnus olarak
gecmektedir. Gocmen deniz baliklarinin en biiyiiklerinden biri olan
ton baliklan, siirii halinde Akdeniz’den yola cikarak Ege Denizi ve
Marmara Denizi yoluyla Karadeniz’e gelir (anavasya) ve tekrar ayni
giizergahi izleyerek geri donerler (katavasya). Etcil (karnivor) bir balik
oldugundan, peslerine takildiklan sardalya, palamut, liifer gibi kiiciik
baliklan yiyerek beslenirler. Ton baliklarimin go¢ donemi genel olarak
Nisan-Eyliil aylar arasidir. Ton baligi hizli yiizen ve cabuk hareket
eden bir baliktir. Aristoteles, ton baliklarimin Subat-Mart aylaninda
ciftlestiklerini ve Haziran-Temmuz aylarinda da yumurtladiklarim
anlatmaktadir. Yasl Plinius’un verdigi bilgiye gore, ton baliklarinin
cogu, yazi Marmara Denizi’nde (Propontis) gecirirdi.

Ton baliklarina iliskin bir anekdottan yine Aristoteles s6z etmektedir.
Aristoteles ve sonraki yazarlar, ornegin Yasl Plinius, Aelianus ve
Athenaios, ton baliklarinin sag gozleri ile daha ivi gorebildiklerinden,
Karadeniz’e sag kiyiyi izleyerek girdiklerine, cikarken de sol kiyiyi
izleyerek ciktiklarina inanmildigimi soylemektedirler. Ancak, izledikleri
giizergah gercekei olsa da ton baliklarinin gozlerinde veya gorme
duyusunda boyle bir farklilik bulunmamaktadir!

Plinius’un ifadesine gore palamut baligi ancak belli bilyiikliige
ulastiktan sonra ton baligi adini almaktadir. Yani ona gore, ton balig
ile palamut aym baliktir. Gercekte, her iki balik ayn familyadandir!

Plinius, ton baliklarimin teknelerin pesine takilarak, birka¢ saat
boyunca ve birkac mil, teknenin altindan onlarla birlikte gittiklerini,
uzerlerine siirekli zipkin atilsa dahi korkmadiklarini, bu viizden bazi
insanlarin onlara “refakatci-balik” (Lat. pompilus) dedigini aktarr.

ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

The tuna fish is called thynnos or thynnus in ancient sources. Tuna
fish are one of the largest of the migratory marine species and set off
from the Mediterranean in schools to the Black Sea via the Aegean Sea
and the Marmara Sea (anabasis means fish migrating from below to
above in Greek). They return again following the same route (katabasis
means fish migrating from above to below in Greek). Since tuna are

a carnivorous fish, they eat small fish such as sardines, bonito and
bluefish, which they follow. The migration period of tuna fish is
generally between April and September. Tuna are a fast-swimming
and fast-moving fish. Aristotle described how tuna fish mate in
February-March and lay eggs in June-July. According to Pliny the Elder,
most of the tuna spend the summer in the Sea of Marmara (Propontis).

Aristotle along with later writers such as Pliny the Elder, Aelianus and
Athenaios mention an anecdote about the tuna fish. They note that
tuna fish enter the Black Sea by following the right shore because they
could see better with their right eyes, and that the fish followed the
left bank when exiting. Although the route they follow is realistic, the
eyes or eyesight of tuna fish cannot make such a distinction!

According to Pliny the Elder, the bonito fish is named as tuna fish only
after it reaches a certain size. He also claims that tuna and bonito are
the same fish. In fact, these fish are from separate families!

Pliny the Elder recounts that tuna fish followed the boats for a few
hours and for a few miles under the boat. They were not afraid even if
harpoons were thrown at them constantly, and so some people called
them “companion-fish” (Lat. pompilus).

FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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Knossos’taki (Girit) Kralice’nin Megaronu’nda yer alan Yunus Freskosu. M0 yak. 1500
Knossos (Crete) Dolphin Fresco in the Queen’s Megaron. Ca. 1500 BC
© PjrTravel/Alamy
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Yunuslar delphinidae familyasina mensup olup balinalar ile akrabadir.
Memeli bir deniz hayvani olan yunus (Lat. delphin, delphinus)
ortalama 1.5-2 m. boyunda olup etcil bir hayvandir. Antik Cag
yazarlar yunuslar ve yunus avi konusunda detayli bilgiler verirler.
Ornegin, Strabon, sadece yaglarindan yararlanmak iizere avlanilan
yunuslarn siirii halinde dolastiklarini; yavru ton baliklarini (kordyles)
ve palamutlan yiverek beslendigini soyler. Oppianos, hafif teknelerle
kiyidan acilan Byzantionlu (istanbul) balikcilarin akides adi verilen

¢ catalli zipkinlarla yunus avladiklarini anlatir. Aelianus ise,
balikcilarin, aglarina takilan balik siiriisiiniin icinde kazara yunus ve
lalic baligi olmamasi icin dua ettiklerini soyler. Ciinkii, gerek yunuslar
gerekse kilic baliklari, balikcilarin aglann yirtip siiriiniin kagmasina
neden oluyordu. Eger av beklendigi gibi sonuclanmissa, balikcilar
Deniz Tannsi Poseidon’a bir ton baligi kurban ederlerdi; bu kurbana
thunnaion denirdi.

Antik Cag’da yunuslar, insana vakin ve dostca davranislar sergileyen
canlilar olarak bilinirdi. Antik Cag yvazarlarindan Aelianus’un anlattig
bir hikdye, gercekten cok dokunaklidir. Hikayeye gore; Byzantion’da
yasayan Koiranos adli bir kisi, balik¢i aglarina takilan yunuslan,
balikcilara para vererek serbest biraktirirmis. Giinlerden bir giin, bir
gemiyle denizde yol alirken, gemi alabora olup batmis ve Koiranos
disinda gemidekiler bogulmustu. Koiranos ise yunuslar tarafindan
kurtanlip karaya c¢ikartilmisti. Boylece, yunuslar, daha once
kendilerine yapilan iyiligin bedelini ddemislerdi. Koiranos oldiigiinde,
komsulan deniz kiyisinda bir cenaze toreni diizenlemis, deniz kiyisina
yaklasan yunuslar da hep birlikte toreni izleyip kendilerine sefkatle
vaklasan Koiranos’a son gorevlerini yerine getirmenin mutlulugunu
yasamislardi.

YUNUSLARIN DOSTLUGU
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Dolphins belong to the delphinidae family and are related to whales.
The dolphin (Lat. delphin, delphinus) is a mammalian carnivorous
marine animal with a length of 1.5-2.0 m. Ancient authors give detailed
information about dolphins and dolphin hunting. Strabo, for example,
says that dolphins travel in pods; and because they become fat from
feeding on juvenile tuna (kordyles) and tuna fish, fishermen hunt them
only for their fish oil (fat) and do not eat their meat. Oppianos explains
that fishermen from Byzantion (Istanbul) sailed from the shore in light
boats and hunted dolphins with three-pronged harpoons called akides.
Aelianus says that the fishermen prayed that dolphins and swordfish
would not accidentally be among the fish caught in their nets. For both
dolphins and swordfish would tear the fishermens’ nets and cause the
other fish to escape. If the hunt turned out as expected, the fishermen
would sacrifice a tuna fish to Poseidon the Sea God. This sacrifice was
called the thunnaion.

In ancient times, dolphins were known as creatures who demonstrated
a docile and friendly behavior. A story told by the ancient writer Aelianus
is really touching. A man named Koiranos lived in Byzantion and freed
dolphins caught in fishing nets by giving money to the fishermen.

One day, while Koiranos was sailing in a ship, it capsized and sank,

and everyone drowned except Koiranos. He was rescued by dolphins
and helped to reach land safely. Thus, the dolphins had returned the
favor that had been shown to them previously. When Koiranos died,
his neighbors held a funeral ceremony by the sea. The dolphins who
approached the shore and watched the ceremony were happy to fulfill
their final duty to Koiranos who had treated them with affection.

FRIENDSHIP OF DOLPHINS
FISH, FISHING, AND STORIES ABOUT FISH FROM ANTIQUITY
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Antik Cag yazarlarindan Aelianus, baliklarin evcil ve uysal olduklarini
soyler. Aelianus’un anlattigina gore Sicilya’daki Ortygia’da ver

alan Arethusa Cesmesi’ndeki kutsal yilan baliklar, yiyecek vermek
icin kendilerine seslenildiginde bunu duyar ve kendilerine yiyecek
verenlere dogru yonelirlermis.

Yasli Plinius’un aktardigina gore, balik havuzlan, Romali Consul Lucius
Licinius Murena (MO 151) tarafindan sosyal hayata kazandinlmis ve
pek cok villada bu tiir havuzlar insa edilmisti. Nitekim, Licinius’un
Murena lakabini da miiren baligindan aldigi soylenir. Ayni sekilde
miiren baliklarina diiskiinliigiiyle taninan Romali Crassus da
havuzunda besledigi bir miiren baligini giizel bir kadinmis gibi kiipe
ve kolyelerle siislermis; ne zaman yiyecek vermek iizere ona seslense
balik Crassus’un sesini tanir, hizlica ona dogru gelir, verdigi vivecegi
biiyiik bir istahla yermis. Cok sevdigi miireni dldiigiinde Crassus yas
tutmus ve torenle onu gommiis. Bir miirene gosterdigi bunca ilgi ve
ozeni goren arkadasi Domitius, “hey Crassus, olii bir miiren baligi
arkasindan goz yasi doken aptal!”, diverek onunla alay etmis. Crassus
soyle cevap vermis: “ben 6len miirenim icin agliyorum, fakat sen dlen
uic karin icin bir damla goz yasi dokmemistin!”

MUREN BALIGI ICIN GOZYASI
ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

The ancient writer Aelianus says that fish are tame and docile. According
to him, when the sacred eels in the Arethusa Fountain at Ortygia in Sicily
were called to be given food, they heard these summons and turned
towards those who fed them.

According to Pliny the Elder, fish ponds were opened to public life by the
Roman Consul Lucius Licinius Murena (151 BC), and such ponds were built
in many villas. It is said that the moray eel was the source of Licinius’
nickname, i.e. Murena. Likewise, Marcus Licinius Crassus, known for his
fondness for moray eels, kept one in his pool as a pet and adorned it with
earrings and necklaces, as if the fish were a beautiful woman. Whenever
he called to the fish to feed it, the fish would recognize Crassus’ voice,
come to him quickly, and eat the food provided with great appetite.
When his beloved moray eel died, Crassus mourned and buried himina
ceremony. His friend Domitius, who had witnessed the great attention
and care that Crassus had shown the moray eel, mocked him by saying,
“Hey Crassus, the fool who shed tears after a dead moray eel!” Crassus
replied: “I cry for my dead moray eels, but you haven’t shed a tear for
your three dead wives!”

TEARS FOR THE MORAY EEL
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DEV MIDYELER

Kirk metreden derin olmayan koy ve korfezlerde yasamayi seven dev
midyeler, bysus denen ipligimsi uzantilariyla deniz dibindeki camura
tutunarak ayakta durur ve yasamlarini o sekilde siirdiiriirler. Temiz,
1sik alan ve isis1 uygun ortamlarda 20 yila yakin yasayabilen dev
midyelerin boyu 1.5 m.’ve ulasabilmektedir; ancak cogu dev midyenin
boyu 25-50 cm. arasindadir. Dev midyeler genelde planktonla
beslenirler. Planktonlar, denizde yasayan ama genellikle ancak
mikroskopla goriilebilen organizmalardir.

Dev midyeler cift cinsiyetli olduklarindan tiretmis olduklan erkek

ve disi iireme tohumlarini yaz aylarinda denize biralkarlar. Antik Cag
yazarlarindan Plutarkhos ve Cicero, dev midyelerin yengec veya baska
deniz canlilarina konak olduklarim anlatirlar. Dev midyeler beslenme
zamanlarinda kabuklarnim acik tutarlar, yani agzi acik bir sekilde
avlarimi beklerler. Kiiciik bir balik ya da deniz canlisi, bu kabuktan iceri
girdiginde midyenin icinde yasayan yengec veya benzeri canli, midyenin
etini i1sirarak onu uyarir ve midye aniden kabuklarim kapatarak avin
icerde kalmasini saglar. Boylece midye ve yengec birlikte beslenirler. Bu
bir tiir symbiosis’tir (birlikte yasam).

Yasli Plinius, dogrudan dev midyelere iliskin olmasa da, tatli sulan ve
nehirlerin denize dokiildiigii verleri seven istiridyelerin gida olarak
tiiketilmelerinin yani sira medikal o6zelliklerine de deginmekte, hastalik
ve varalarn iyilestirilmesinde de yararli olduklarini anlatmaktadir.

Antik Ca§ yazarlanindan égrendigimize gore, Italya ve Anadolu’nun bati
layilan ile Marmara Denizi kiyilan midye acisindan oldukca zengindi.

20. yiizyilin ortalarindan bu yana nesli titkenmekte olan ve bir yandan
biiyiik gemilerin yasam alanlarina demirlemesi, dte yandan trol avalig
nedeniyle yasamlan tehdit altinda olan dev midyeler, Avrupa Birligi’nin
“korunmasi gereken canli tiirleri” listesindedir.

ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

Giant mussels prefer to live in coves and gulfs not deeper than forty
meters. They stand by holding on to the mud at the sea bottom with
their threadlike extensions called bysus and continue their lives in that
way. Giant mussels can live up to 20 years in clean water and light and
warm-enough temperatures. Although they can reach 1.5 m. in length,
most giant mussels are between 25 and 50 cm. in length. Giant mussels
generally feed on plankton, which are organisms that live in the sea but
usually visible with a microscope.

Since giant mussels are hermaphrodites, they release their male and
female reproductive sperm and eggs into the sea in summer. The ancient
writers Plutarch and Cicero note that giant mussels host crabs or other
sea creatures. They keep their shells open during feeding, that is, they
wait for their prey with open mouths. When a small fish or sea creature
enters this shell, a crab or similar creature living inside the mussel warns
the mussel by biting its flesh. The mussel suddenly closes its shells and
captures the prey inside. Thus mussels and crabs feed together, which is
a type of symbiosis (living together).

Although not directly related to giant mussels, oysters, who like fresh
waters and where rivers flow into the sea, have medical properties,
according to Pliny the Elder. He refers to the consumption of giant
mussels as food as well as their use in healing diseases and wounds.

Ancient writers tell us that the western coasts of Italy, Anatolia and the
Sea of Marmara were very rich in mussels.

Giant mussels have been endangered since the middle of the 20th
century, thus are on the “species to be protected” list of the European
Union. They are threatened by the anchoring of large ships in their
habitat on the one hand and by trawling on the other.

GIANT MUSSELS
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KRAL SALYANGOZ

Etobur olan salyangozlar, midye, istiridye ve kiiciik kabuklularla
beslenirler ve 10-15 cm.’ye kadar biiyiirler. Yasam icin kayalik, kumlu
ve camurlu dip ortamlarini tercih ederler.

Antik Cag yazarlarinin eserlerinde salyangoz (Lat. strombus)

avaligi vapildigina va da gida olarak tiiketildigine iliskin bilgi
bulunmamaktadir. Yumusakcalar subesinden (mollusca) bir deniz
canlisi olan deniz salyangozlarina iliskin ilging bir bilgiyi Aelianus’un
eserinden 6grenmekteyiz:

“Deniz salyangozlarinin bile bir krali vardir ve digerleri ona

itaat ederler. Bu kral digerlerinden daha biiyiik ve daha

giizeldir. Eger suyun derinliklerine dalmak gerekiyorsa, ilk

giden odur; tekrar geri doniileceginde de digerlerine kilavuzluk
eder; bir baska noktaya giderse, digerleri de onu izler. Kral
salyangozu yakalamayi basaran Kisi, islerinin iyi gidecegini,
refaha ulasacagini bilir. Hatta salyangozun yakalandigini goéren
dahi neseli bir ruha sahip olur ve sansinin acilacagini diisiiniir.
Byzantion’da (Istanbul) deniz salyangozu yakalamanin bir odiilii
vardi: bu oyuna katilanlarin her biri, salyangozu yakalayan kisiye
odiil olarak bir Attika drahmisi verirdi.”

Aelianus’un bu pasajindan, en azindan Roma imparatorluk
Donemi’nde, deniz salyangozlarinin ugur ve refah getirdigine
inanildigini ve Byzantionlular arasinda “deniz salyangozu yakalama
oyunu’’nun varligini 6greniyoruz.

ANTIK CAG’DA BALIK, BALIKCILIK VE BALIK HIKAYELERT

The carnivorous sea snail, a creature from the mollusc branch
(mollusca), feeds on mussels, oysters and small crustaceans and
grows to a size of 10-15 cm. It prefers rocky, sandy and muddy bottom
environments for its habitat.

Ancient authors do not inform us whether the sea snail (Lat. strombus)
was hunted or consumed as food. However, Aelianus provides this
interesting information about sea snails:

“Even sea snails have a king and others obey him. This king is
bigger and more beautiful than the others. If it is necessary to
dive deep into the water, he is the first to go. It also guides others
when going back. If he goes to another point, the others follow.
Anyone who manages to catch the king sea snail knows that their
business will go well and that they will prosper. Even seeing the
sea snail caught, he has a cheerful spirit and thinks luck will be on
his side. In Byzantion (Istanbul) there was a reward for catching
the sea snail: each participant in this game would give the person
who catches the sea snail an Attic drachma as a reward.”

From this passage in Aelianus, we learn that sea snails were believed
to bring luck and prosperity, at least in the Roman Imperial period,
and that there was a “sea snail catching game” among the residents of
Byzantion.

KING SEA SNAIL
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